June is Deafblind
Awareness Month
DAY

1
DAY

1

DQ COMMUNITY SHED EVENT
10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M.
DEAFBLIND AWARENESS MONTH
KICK-OFF AT DQ IN BRANTFORD

LANDMARKS LIGHT UP FOR
DEAFBLIND AWARENESS MONTH!

DAY

BRANTFORD RED SOX: FIRST PITCH

5

SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH AT 2:00 P.M.

DAY

FLAG RAISING CEREMONY AT
HARMONY SQUARE IN BRANTFORD

6
DAY

7/8

TICKETS $5.00

11:00 A.M

BANCROFT JOB FAIR:
9:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P..M
COMMUNITY LIVING NORTH HASTINGS
2 ALICE STREET, BANCROFT, ON

June is Deafblind
Awareness Month
DAY

16
DAY

17
DAY

SENATE RECEPTION "MEET AND
GREET"
PARLIMENT HILL/ OTTAWA

YARN BOMBING DAY!
START: 12:45 P.M. TO 5:30 P.M
SENSITY SENSORY GARDEN, PARIS
SENSITY SPIRIT WEEK

20

REPRESENT SENSITY AND
#MAKEAWAVE BY WEARING SENSITY
COLOURS AND TAG @SENSITYCANADA

DAY

FOR HELEN KELLER'S BIRTHDAY LET'S
SPEND THE DAY ON THE WATER! BRING
YOUR LUNCH FOR A PICNIC AT 12:30
FOLLOWED BY A DAY ON THE WATER WITH
CHARTER ABILITIES ACCESSIBLE BOAT
RIDES AT 1:00 P.M.

27
DAY

28

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY!
(VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON)
CELEBRATING ALL OUR AMAZING STAFF
WITH BBQ LUNCH, PRIZES AND MANY
THANKS!!

CELEBRATE
DEAFBLIND
AWARENESS
MONTH WITH US!
DAIRY QUEEN BRANTFORD:
115 KING GEORGE RD.
We will be onsite at the Dairy Queen Community Shed
in Brantford on Wednesday, June 1st! Join us to kickoff National Deafblind Awareness Month (NDBAM)
and #MakeAWave from coast-to-coast. Drop by and
say hello to our friendly staff, experience what is it like
to be deafblind through our simulation challenge and
learn about deafblindness. Recruitment opportunities
are available, and we encourage you to attend and
bring your resume and be prepared for on-site
interviews.

01 JUNE 2022
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
For more information:
@sensitycanada
www.sensity.ca

JUNE IS DEAFBLIND AWARENESS MONTH – confirmed
Proclamations and Lightings
To help build awareness about National Deafblind Awareness Month, the
following cities and towns are issuing proclamations and the following
landmarks were lit up June 1, 2022.

Proclamations
St. Johns NFLD/Labrador, Regina, North Bay, Thunder Bay, Newmarket,
Alberta, Toronto, Brantford,Newmarket, Richmond Hill, Barrie, Windsor, B
Ajax, Chestermere AB, Edmonton AB, Vaughan, Kingston, Georgina,
Vancouver BC, Richmond BC, Westminster BC

Lightings
CN Tower, Newmarket (Riverwalk Commons & Fred A. Lundy Bridge,
Water Street), Hemsley Building New York, Calgary Tower, Calgary
Sparks, Edmonton Bridge, London City Hall, New Westminster BC,
Burnaby BC (Lougheed Hwy/Gaglardi Way intersection), Vancouver BC
(City Hall, BC Place, Rogers Arena, Sails of Light), Fort St. John BC
(Centennial Park), Surrey BC (Civic Plaza), Victoria BC (Parliament
Buildings Ceremonial Entrance, Front and Rear Fountain and
Confederation Garden Park Fountain) Penman’s Dam (Paris)

JUNE 5

2022

2PM

ARNOLD ANDERSON STADIUM
(COCKSHUTT PARK)

DEAFBLIND AWARENESS MONTH

BRANTFORD RED SOX VS.
KITCHENER PANTHERS

FIRST PITCH
Tickets $5.00
RSVP to Sam by June 3
Stay tuned to meet our pitcher!

Backgrounder of June being proclaimed as Deafblind Awareness Month.
The Canadian Senate passed a motion on May 28, 2015, recognizing June
as Deafblind Awareness Month across Canada. This motion helps “to
promote public awareness of deafblind issues and to recognize the
contribution of Canadians who are deafblind”
HERE ARE THE SENATORS’ STATEMENTS:
Hon. Yonah Martin (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Honourable
senators, I rise today as we begin the month of June to celebrate
Deafblind Awareness Month.
In 2015, the Senate of Canada unanimously passed a motion to designate
June as Deafblind Awareness Month.
I wish, once again, to acknowledge and thank our colleague, the
Honourable Jim Munson, and former colleagues, the Honourable Joan
Fraser and the Honourable Asha Seth, for their supportive roles in ensuring
the unanimous passage of the motion to recognize the deafblind
community. I also want to commend the Honourable Vim Kochhar, our
former colleague and visionary, who is a true champion of Canada’s
deafblind community.
June is also the birth month of Helen Keller, the iconic role model and
leader of the deafblind community the world over. At the young age of 19
months, Helen developed an illness that left her deaf and blind. By the age
of seven, she had more than 60 home signs to communicate with her
family and could distinguish people by the vibration of their footsteps.
She learned to “hear” people through speech by reading their lips with her
hands. She also became proficient at using Braille and reading sign
language with her hands. She learned that by placing her fingertips on a
resonant tabletop she could experience music played close by. Nothing
was impossible for her, regardless of the many obstacles and challenges
she faced every day. At the age of 24, she became the first deafblind
person to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree.
She believed that:

The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even
touched. They must be felt with the heart.
She paved the way for many individuals in the deafblind community to
better understand their own lives, bring awareness to this important cause
and fight for changes and forward social progress.
In 2001, The Canadian Helen Keller Centre, founded by the Honourable
Vim Kochhar, opened its doors to provide deafblind Canadians with
training opportunities and services and to raise public awareness about
the needs of people who live with deafblindness.
Throughout June, Canadians will recognize the resiliency and strength
that deafblind individuals face every day and celebrate their great
achievements. This month is extremely important not only for honouring
them, but also their families and all individuals who work closely with
them. These interveners are incredibly inspiring unto their own, being the
eyes and voice of the deafblind individuals, they support.
Hellen Keller once said:
Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.
Honourable Senators, please join me in commemorating June as
Deafblind Awareness Month and reaffirm our commitment as articulated
in the 2015 motion to ensure that all deafblind Canadians have equal
access to the benefits and opportunities that our great country affords us.
In 2018, Kingston resident Daryl Armstrong spoke about deafblindness in
and what having an intervenor means to him at a reception on Parliament
Hill for Deafblind Awareness Month.
Here is a video of Daryl's speech:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AM39EEaMGuc
A senate reception is scheduled for June 16.

Who?
Lead by Deafblind International - groups from all over the world who support
individuals who are deafblind will be coming together to Yarn Bomb.
What is Yarn Bombing?
Yarn Bombing is a form of tactile street art where yarn that is knit, crochet, or
wrapped decorates an object in a public space.
Where?
For Sensity we will be participating all across the province of Ontario. There will be
a day where we display all the crocheted materials on June 17th on the property of
our Resource Centre.
RSVP here
Not in Paris? That’s okay! You can join in too by yarn bombing your space or
residence and sending in a photo to Sgaspar@sensity.ca so we can share it on
social media with everyone!
Why?
To raise awareness for Deafblind Awareness Month.
How?
We will knit, crochet or wrap a space or object in our community.
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Deafblind Awareness Month

y!
Let's Celebrate Sensit
Virtual spirit week is indeed a great way to strengthen
your team spirit and increase cohesion, motivation and
engagement in a fun way for everyone, even online!
During the week of June 20th to 24th rep Sensity
colours (purple, pink, yellow, green, orange or teal),
wear your branded t-shirt or socks, or wear blue for
deafblind awareness month.
Tag us on social media and don't forget to share
#NDBAM

@SENSITYCANADA

Let's celebrate Helen Keller's
Birthday!

SENSITY
DAY
Monday, June 27
Picnic Lunch: 12:30
Free/Accessible Boating
Boat trips begin from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Limit of 5-6 per boat

Charter Ability
1515 Rebecca Street
Oakville, Ontario

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY!

JOIN US!

JUNE 28 2022

Key details:
June 1st: DQ Community SHED: Open to all!
•
•
•
•
•

We will have a booth set up with information about Sensity to share
with the public.
There will be opportunities for onsite interviews.
It is “Time Warp Wednesday” which means banana splits and
parfaits will be ½ price.
This is a great opportunity to raise awareness for Deafblind
Awareness Month.
If there are individuals interested in helping at the booth just let me
know!

June 1st: Landmark Lightings
•

Landmarks across the province are lighting up in Blue (the colour for
deafblind awareness month)

June 5th: Brantford Red Sox: First Pitch Game
•
•
•
•

On Sunday, June 5th we will be hosting a first pitch at the Brantford
Red Sox game at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets are $5.00 contact Sam to secure your place.
The game will be played at Arnold Anderson Stadium (Cockshutt
Park) in Brantford.
Stay tuned for details on our pitcher!

June 6th: Flag Raising Ceremony at Harmony Square in Brantford
•
•

Sensity will raise our flag with Brantford’s Mayor at 11:00 a.m.
All are welcome to attend and join in the celebrations

June 7/8: Bancroft Job Fair
•

•

Tyler George, Intervenor Services Coordinator will be hosting a
two-day job fair in Bancroft to support a new program moving
into the area.
The hiring day will take place at the Community Living in Bancroft.

June 16: Senate Reception
•
•

The Canadian Senate passed a motion in 2015 proclaiming June as
deafblind awareness month across Canada.
A reception will be held at Parliament Hill with members from
agencies supporting Deafblindness in attendance.

June 17: Yarn Bombing
•

•
•
•

Last year was such a great success! We are back again to yarn bomb
the sensory garden and invite individuals to attend or participate in
their communities.
A sign-up has been created to RSVP:
https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/aAD4QqBe
We will begin at 12:45 p.m.

June 20: Sensity Spirit Week
•
•

•

It’s Sensity Spirit week starting June 20th to June 24th
Wear your Sensity colours (purple, pink, yellow, green or teal),
your branded Sensity t-shirt or socks, or blue for awareness
month.
Share your spirit and don’t forget to tag us @sensitycanada

June 27: Sensity Day in celebration of Helen Keller’s Birthday!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On Monday, June 27th we will enjoy a day out on the water at Charter
Ability in Oakville.
Boat trips on the 16-mile creek will begin at 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.
This event is free and accessible!
To celebrate Helen Keller’s birthday, bring a lunch to picnic. There
are picnic shelters onsite or grassy areas to relax on.
There is a limit of 5-6 people per boat so please sign-up.
There is parking available onsite (street parking – meter parking) or
at the library nearby.
RSVP to me by June 20th and I will coordinate spots on the boat.

June 28: Staff Appreciation Day
•
•
•

•
•

We will be celebrating all amazing staff with lunch, prize draw and
many thanks!
This will be offered both in-person for those who can attend and
virtually.
A zoom link has been created here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84771473346?pwd=0rLyUahnvWvSUNXT7
g6ZqrBBjiBMkC.1
RSVP to Sam no later than June 20th
More details to follow.

